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McKenzie sends six snubbed Bafana players to World Cup opener
By INNOCENTIA NKADIMENG

Sport, arts and culture minister Gayton
McKenzie has secured a partnership to
fly the six players dropped from Hugo
Broos ’s final squad to Mexico, ensuring
they can watch Bafana Bafana’s opening
match against the co-hosts on June 11.

Brandon Petersen, Thabiso Monyane,
Patrick Maswanganyi, Thapelo Morena,
Lebohang Maboe and Brooklyn
Poggenpoel were devastated last week
during a presidential dinner when they

were cut from the official 26-man Fifa
World Cup squad.

McKenzie announced that SA clothing
brand, Old School, has stepped in to fully
sponsor the players’ travel and
accommodation costs. He said the six
deserved to be at the tournament as they
were part of SA’s qualification journey.

“These six men trained, sacrificed and
prepared with the same dedication as
every player in that squad. They were part
of this journey,” McKenzie said.

“The margin between making the final

cut and missing out on a World Cup is
razor-thin, and it would be wrong for that
margin to mean their contribution simply
disappears. They deserve to be there, and
they deserve to
see what they
helped build.”

While Broos
faced backlash
over how the
exclusions were
handled, McKenzie
defended the

Belgian mentor, acknowledging that he
had to make a tough decision.

“Broos had to make impossible choices
this week, and we accept this. It is the
nature of sport; disappointment for some
is the inescapable flip side of glory for
others .”
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